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ABOUT THIS GUIDE
Hurricane season runs from June 1st through November 30th, and

typically peaks during the months of August and September. During this
time, your family may be vulnerable to dangerous weather conditions,
potentially leaving you without power, food, water, and even shelter. It
is especially important that in South Florida, we are ready and know
what to do when a hurricane comes. The time to prepare is NOW! 
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HAVE A PLAN

STEP 1. Hold a family meeting. Make sure your whole household knows
what to do in the event of an emergency.

STEP 2. Know the evacuation zones in your area. If you reside in an
evacuation zone, plan where you will go if you are evacuated, such as a
shelter or staying with a family or friends outside of the zone.

You need a plan and we've got you covered. Be sure to keep this
step-by-step guide on hand throughout hurricane season. 

You never know when you will need it!

STEP 3. Know the value of your possessions. Review your insurance
policies and the value of all of your belongings to be sure you are covered
in the event that they get damaged in the storm.

STEP 4. Look for vulnerabilities within your home. Things like an overgrown
tree, broken roof shingles, and leaky windows leave you at risk.

STEP 5. Begin preparation. Be sure to trim your trees, purchase a
generator, fill up your gas tank, purchase batteries and flashlights, and
stock up on 8 weeks worth of non-perishable food, water, and medications.

STEP 6. Make arrangements. If anyone in your household is disabled or has
special needs, they may require special arrangements, such as going to a
shelter where additional care can be provided. The same goes for your pets.
In certain situations they may be safer at a shelter or with a friend.



At least one gallon of drinking water per day, per person for 5 days

Additional water for cooking, bathing, and pets

Enough non-perishable food for everyone in your home for at least 5 days

A manual can opener 

An appropriate supply of baby formula, diapers, and wipes

An appropriate amount of pet food, cat litter, and pet care items

Disposable plates, napkins, eating utensils, cookware, and garbage bags

First aid kit, including any necessary medications, hand sanitizer, and wipes

Clean clothing and shoes

Flashlights, extra batteries, car chargers, and charged battery packs

Books, games, and toys for entertainment

A battery powered radio to receive news updates 

A tool box with a hammer, nails, gloves, a saw, an axe, duct tape, etc.

Charcoal or propane fuel for cooking without power

A fire extinguisher

Battery powered fans

Bug and mosquito repellent 

Gasoline to to fill up cars and generators

EMERGENCY CHECKLIST



PROTECT YOUR HOME
START SMALL. This includes gathering all small and lightweight items
around your house and move or secure them so that they can't blow away
and cause damage. Limiting flying debris is important in high winds.

CHECK YOUR ROOF. Hire a licensed professional to inspect your roof to be
sure there are no leaks or other vulnerabilities. All tiles, shingles, panels,
and tarps should be properly secured for optimal safety.

TRIM YOUR TREES. Overgrown trees, shrubs, and branches pose a risk to
your home and vehicles, and those of your neighbors. For any vegetation
growing near a power line, leave it to a trained professional to manage. 

SAFEGUARD DOORS AND WINDOWS. Windows should ALWAYS be
shuttered up with metal hurricane shutters unless they are hurricane
resistant. Be sure that your doors are also impact resistant and up to code.

PREPARE YOUR POOL. Do not drain the water level more than 2 feet. Add
extra chlorine and turn off the power to all pool equipment. Secure or
remove all loose pool items and equipment. 



EVACUATION

SHELTERS

Reasons for mandatory evacuation include if your home is structurally
unsafe, you live in a flood zone, or an area that is susceptible to storm surge.
If you feel unsafe in your home, you should evacuate voluntarily
If you are disabled, pregnant, or have any medical conditions, you should
consider evacuating to an area where medical care is easily accessible
Be sure that you and your family are aware of a safe evacuation route 

There are many different types of shelters you can seek out in a hurricane:

Seek shelter at a friend or family member home
You may stay in a designated general public shelter
Special needs shelters are necessary for those who will need basic
medical attention that does not require hospitalization (pre-registration may
be required)
Seek shelter in a hospital or other medical center if you are pregnant or
have a critical condition that would require hospitalization
Pet-friendly shelters are also available. Proof of vaccinations may be
required for each pet to enter the shelter.



DURING THE STORM
Throughout the storm, it is important that you remain calm and follow these tips
to keep everyone safe:

Stay indoors throughout the entire storm. Designate a safe place in your
house where your family can seek additional shelter. This room should be a
first floor, interior room with no windows. 
Line your windows and doors with towels to prevent water intrusion.
Do not use candles when the power goes out to prevent an emergency. Use
battery operated flashlights for lighting. 
Store all valuables and important documents in a safe, waterproof place.
Be sure to monitor the weather using a battery operated radio to stay
updated on any changes in the weather, curfews, etc.
Use running water very sparingly. If the power goes out, be sure not to drink
tap water until you know it is safe. It may be necessary to boil it. 
Be honest with your family members about the severity of the situation, yet
reassure everyone that you are safe and prepared.
Avoid opening the refrigerator more than necessary to avoid letting out the
cold air. It will be needed as long as possible when the power goes out.
Avoid making unnecessary phone calls. The phone lines should be kept open
for emergency use only.



AFTER THE STORM
While the worst of it may be over, it is important that you continue to practice
caution during the aftermath of the storm to protect yourself from hazardous
debris and unsafe conditions. Stay safe and follow these tips:

NEVER touch a downed power line. You never know which ones may still be
electrically active.
Flooded and debris filled streets bring about hazardous conditions. Try to
avoid them as much as possible to prevent getting injured by sharp, broken
objects, insects, snakes, or other pests.
Try to avoid driving unless absolutely necessary. If there is no power, traffic
lights will be nonfunctional and pose a risk. Roads should also be left open for
first responders.
Take photos and detailed documentation of any property damage right away
and notify your insurance company of any damage or losses.
Stay safe and be patient! Remember that first responders and insurance
companies are putting forth their best efforts to help.



PRINTABLE CHEAT SHEET
STEP 1. Make sure your whole household knows the plan.
STEP 2. Know the evacuation zones in your area.
STEP 3. Know the value of your possessions for insurance purposes.

STEP 4. Look for vulnerabilities within your home to avoid risk.
STEP 5. Safeguard your home and stock up on essentials.
STEP 6. Make arrangements for pets and anyone with special needs.

STEPS TO SAFETY:

STOCK UP:
At least one gallon of drinking water per day, per person for 5 days

Enough non-perishable food for everyone in your home for at least 5 days

First aid kit, including any necessary medications, hand sanitizer, and wipes

Flashlights, battery powered fans, extra batteries, charged battery packs

Charcoal or propane fuel for cooking without power

Gasoline to fill cars and generators

EVACUATION AND SHELTERS:
Reasons for evacuation include if your home is structurally unsafe, you live in
a flood zone, or an area that is susceptible to storm surge. You should also
evacuate if you are pregnant, have any medical conditions, or feel unsafe.
You can seek shelter at general public shelters or a friend or family members
house. If you have special needs or medical conditions, you can also go to a
special needs shelter, hospital or other medical center.



BE SAFE.

BE READY.
BE PREPARED.

Emergency....................................................................911
Broward County Hurricane Hotline.......................311
FEMA Hotline......................................1-800-621-3362
Price Gouging Hotline......................1-866-966-7226


